
HITECH Act

Overview and Estimated Timeline



Key Program, Distribution, Use and Recipients for the HITECH Act*

PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION  AGENCY USE OF FUNDS RECIPIENTS
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* Adapted from Minnesota e-Health Initiative Public Meeting on the HITECH ACT on March 18, 2009
CMS – Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services ONC – Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology
HHS – U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services NSF – National Science Foundation
HIE – Health Information Exchange HITECH – Health Information Technology part of the American Recovery & Revetment Act of 2009
EHR – Electronic Health Record NIST – National Institute of Standards and Technology



PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION  AGENCY USE OF FUNDS RECIPIENTS

CMS Funds ($29 billion)

Medicare Payment 
Incentives

CMS Incentive Payments 
Through Carriers

Medicaid Payment 
Incentives CMS

Incentive Payments
Through Minnesota 

Agencies
Requires 30% Medicaid 

Patient Volume 
(except Children’s Hospitals)

Requires “Meaningful Use” of EHR

Acute Care and Children’s Hospitals

Physicians and Dentists

Nurse Practitioners and Midwives

Federal Qualified Health Centers

* Adapted from Minnesota e-Health Initiative Public Meeting on the HITECH ACT on March 18, 2009
CMS – Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services ONC – Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology
HHS – U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services NSF – National Science Foundation
HIE – Health Information Exchange HITECH – Health Information Technology part of the American Recovery & Revetment Act of 2009
EHR – Electronic Health Record NIST – National Institute of Standards and Technology

Key Program, Distribution, Use and Recipients for the HITECH Act*



Q1 – Feb 17
• Passage of ARRA

Q2 
• Policy & Standards 

Committee Appointments
Q2
• Publish Updated Federal 

HIT Plan
Q3
• RFP for State Grants, HIE's 

& other
Q4 – by 12/31/09
• Secretary shall adopt an 

initial set of standards, 
implementation 
specifications and 
certification criteria through 
rulemaking process.

• Award competitive grants to 
States& State Loan Programs

• HHS supports adoption of
technical, privacy, governance 
& financing frameworks for HIE

• Health IT regional extension
centers funded

• Award Workforce Training 
Grants

• Award New Technology 
R&D Grants

• Medicare Incentive
payments for Hospitals & 
Professionals begin

• “Meaningful Use”
requirement in effect

• Medicare and
Medicaid payment 

incentives end

2009 2010 2011 2016

Timeline of Key National HITECH Related Activities*
All timeframes are estimated, unless specified in HITECH

* Adapted from Minnesota e-Health Initiative Public Meeting on the HITECH ACT on March 18, 2009

• Penalties for failing to adopt
and effectively use HIT begin

2015



2/17/09
• Penalties increase after 

this date

4/18/09
• Guidance re unsecured PHI 

to be issued; 30 days 
following, those affected by 
breach of PHI must be 
notified; and a 
log kept

8/16/09
• Interim final REGS re duty to 

notify to be issued
• Requirements for 

disclosures to individuals to 
be defined

2/17/10
• BA’s directly subject to 

HIPAA rule, penalties and 
enforcement
– ORGS providing data 

transmission SVCS to a 
CE or another BA are 
deemed a BA

– If CE uses or maintains 
EHR containing PHI, 
INDV may request copies 
in e-format 

– Marketing and fund 
raising restrictions take 
effect

8/17/10
• Guidance on “minimum 

necessary” data sets to be 
issued
– Regulations on 

enforcement provisions 
to be issued

1/1/11
• If CE’s EHR was purchased 

after 1/1/09, accounting 
requirements apply

1/1/14
• If CE’s EHR was purchased 

prior to 1/1/09, accounting 
requirements apply

2009 2010 2011 2014

CE = covered entity
BA = business associate
INDV = individual 
SVCS = services
ORG(s) = organization(s)
REGS = regulations

* Adapted from Minnesota e-Health Initiative Public Meeting on the HITECH ACT on March 18, 2009

Timeline of Key National HITECH HIPAA Related Activities*


